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I'm an ex-KGB spy trained in the art of seduction

 

Aliia Roza, 36, who was born in the USSR, enlisted to become a spy, training in a KGB-inspired programme. Now she uses her skills to help women feel empowered and bag themselves
partners. The jet-setter, pictured, who moves around between Los Angeles, Monaco, Milan, and Paris.

The Silicon Valley spies: NSA and CIA are having Big Tech workers return to their spy offices as consumer spy
firms such as Meta, Zoom, YouTube, Facebook, Google and Twitter have their citizen-spying workforces return
to their domestic spy roots

The National Security Agency is embarking on its largest hiring spree in 30 years

The intelligence agency is targeting those laid off by Silicon Valley companies

It has been poaching tech workers via LinkedIn and posted dozens of job listings

By Neirin Gray Desai

The National Security Agency is making the most of huge layoffs sweeping through Silicon Valley by poaching fired tech workers as part of its largest hiring spree in 30 years.

The intelligence agency has been trying to recruit workers over LinkedIn and said it will hire 3,000 people in what it described an 'unprecedented hiring effort in 2023'.

Layoffs affecting big tech companies like Amazon and Meta began last year and have continued.

Last week Zoom fired around 1,500 workers, which was 13 percent of its workforce. In November Meta got rid of 11,000 employees as part of the largest cut in the company's history.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-11744327/Im-ex-KGB-spy-trained-art-seduction.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-11744327/Im-ex-KGB-spy-trained-art-seduction.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Neirin+Gray+Desai+For+Dailymail.Com
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/meta/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11723827/Zoom-lay-1-300-workers-nearly-15-entire-workforce.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-11407539/Meta-cut-11-000-jobs-one-biggest-U-S-layoffs-year.html


The National Security Agency has been trying to recruit workers in the wake of Silicon Valley layoffs (Pictured is Paul M. Nakasone, Director of the NSA, in April 2022)

w

The NSA has been targeting those from companies that both experienced layoffs and are expecting to face them, one of its senior recruiters told the Washington Times.

In a statement in January the agency said it was looking for workers in fields including: 'computer science, cybersecurity, math, data science, engineering, intelligence analysis, language
analysis, communications, business and accounting.'

'NSA started reaching out through LinkedIn, through some of our career boards, specifically sending messages to people that we thought might be linked to some companies that either
were in the news saying they are going to lay off or were predicted to be laid off,' Parker told the Washington Times.

'Just kind of let them know that we're here and that we have this robust, ongoing hiring program,' she added.

Of its job postings the majority were for engineers of 'entry to senior level' and  most of them would require some work in the NSA's headquarters in Fort Meade, Maryland.

As he announced the layoffs, the CEO of Zoom has said he would slash his own $1.1million salary by 98 percent.

Eric Yuan posted the notice to employees on Zoom Blog, letting them know that those impacted by the layoffs received an email last Tuesday.

He said that his own salary would be cut down to $22,000 this year, and that other executives would also see their salaries trimmed by 20 percent and none of them would receive annual
bonuses in 2023.

Yuan said the layoffs impacted every department in the company, and that fired employees were going to receive up to 16 weeks salary and healthcare coverage.
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Of its job postings the majority were for engineers of 'entry to senior level' and most of them would require some work in the NSA headquarters in Fort Meade, Maryland

Zoom CEO Eric Yuan announced that about 1,300 employees were laid off last Tuesday



In November, Mark Zuckerberg (pictured in 2019) said Meta would get rid of 11,000 employees as part of the biggest cut in the company's history

Zoom is the latest tech giant to announce large layoffs after the industry saw brutal end to 2022.

In his message to employees posted 30 minutes before the emails were sent out, Yuan wrote: 'We have made the tough but necessary decision to reduce our team by approximately 15
percent and say goodbye to around 1,300 hardworking, talented colleagues.'

'I know this is a difficult message to hear, and certainly not one I ever wanted to deliver.'

In explaining the latest cuts, Yuan said the company saw a huge boom during the pandemic as many looked to Zoom as a means to stay connected and conduct business.

'We needed to staff up rapidly to support the quick rise of users on our platform and their evolving needs,' Yuan wrote. 'Within 24 months, Zoom grew 3x in size to manage this demand
while enabling continued innovation.'

Zoom, however, made mistakes when it failed to account how its growth was unsustainable, Yuan wrote.

In the post-pandemic world, users no longer relied on Zoom as much, meaning the company had to roll back its growth.

'As the CEO and founder of Zoom, I am accountable for these mistakes,' Yuan told employees as he announced his salary cut.



Pictured: Zoom's office building in San Jose, California. The company saw its workforce grow by 300 percent during the pandemic, but Yuan admitted the boom was unsustainable

It stands as a 15 percent cut in its workforce and Yuan will cut his own $1.1million salary to $22,000. Pictured: An employee working at Zoom's headquarters in San Jose last week

Along with the 16 weeks salary and health insurance coverage, the axed employees will also be given what would have been their 2023 annual bonuses.



Zoom is also offering those laid off stock option vesting for six months, as well as one-on-one coaching, workshops and networking sessions.

Following the news of the layoffs, Zoom's stock jumped more than 7 percent, nearly reversing a downward trend that began on Thursday.

More than 102,000 employees are set to lose their jobs after US businesses announced some of the most brutal job cuts since 2020, new data found.

Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc. made the report which found 102,943 job cuts in January - more than twice than those announced in December, and 440 percent more than in the
same period time last year.

The technology sector has seen the most significant layoffs, making up 41 percent of planned reductions - meanwhile retailers and financial companies will also see substantial changes.

The technology sector has seen the most significant layoffs making up 41 percent of planned reductions - meanwhile retailers and financial companies will also see substantial changes

https://omscgcinc.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/The-Challenger-Report-January23.pdf


More than 102,000 employees are set to lose their jobs after US businesses announced some of the most brutal job cuts since 2020, new data found

PayPal Holdings Inc., Alphabet Inc. and Amazon.com Inc. have all made plans to dismiss thousands of workers and since Nov, technology firms as a whole committed to 110,793 job cuts.

PayPal said Tuesday it will trim about 7 percent of its total workforce, or about 2,000 full-time workers, as the digital payments company contends with what it calls 'the challenging macro-
economic environment'.

PayPal said it will make the cuts over several weeks, with some of its organizations affected more than others.

The company did not further specify. PayPal is the parent of Venmo, Xoom and Honey, among other brands.



The company based in San Jose, California, is the latest in the technology sector to trim its headcount.

During the month of January alone, Google, Microsoft and Salesforce announced tens of thousands of layoffs.

Last year Meta got rid of 11,000 jobs. Employees received the confirmation about the cuts in a company-wide email sent early one morning. Staff were able to keep their email
addresses for an extra day to say 'farewell'.

Zuckerberg admitted that he 'got it wrong' in a message and that he 'takes responsibility' for the problems that led to the cuts - which made up 13 percent of Meta's workforce.
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https://qz.com/1145669/googles-true-origin-partly-lies-in-cia-and-nsa-research-grants-for-mass-surveillance 

Google's true origin partly lies in CIA and NSA research grants for ...

Dec 8, 2017 ... Intelligence-gathering may have been their world, but the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA) had come to ...

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/nsa-infiltrates-links-to-yahoo-google-data-centers-worldwide-snowden-documents-say/2013/10/30/e51d661e-4166-11e3-8b74-
d89d714ca4dd_story.html 

NSA infiltrates links to Yahoo, Google data centers worldwide ...

Oct 30, 2013 ... In this slide from a National Security Agency presentation on “Google Cloud Exploitation,” a sketch shows where the “Public Internet” meets ...

https://theintercept.com/2014/08/25/icreach-nsa-cia-secret-google-crisscross-proton/ 

ICREACH: How the NSA Built Its Own Secret Google - - The Intercept

Aug 25, 2014 ... The National Security Agency is secretly providing data to nearly two dozen U.S. government agencies with a “Google-like” search engine ...

https://www.nsa.gov/ 

National Security Agency | Central Security Service

https://never-give.in/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/85f.jpeg
https://qz.com/1145669/googles-true-origin-partly-lies-in-cia-and-nsa-research-grants-for-mass-surveillance
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/nsa-infiltrates-links-to-yahoo-google-data-centers-worldwide-snowden-documents-say/2013/10/30/e51d661e-4166-11e3-8b74-d89d714ca4dd_story.html
https://theintercept.com/2014/08/25/icreach-nsa-cia-secret-google-crisscross-proton/
https://www.nsa.gov/


The National Security Agency/Central Security Service leads the U.S. Government in cryptology that encompasses both signals intelligence insights and ...

https://www.salon.com/2014/11/16/googles_secret_nsa_alliance_the_terrifying_deals_between_silicon_valley_and_the_security_state/ 

Google's secret NSA alliance: The terrifying deals between Silicon ...

Nov 16, 2014 ... Google took a risk forming an alliance with the NSA. The company's corporate motto, “Don't be evil,” would seem at odds with the work of a ...

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/06/us-tech-giants-nsa-data 

NSA Prism program taps in to user data of Apple, Google and others

Jun 7, 2013 ... The National Security Agency has obtained direct access to the systems of Google, Facebook, Apple and other US internet giants, according to ...

https://www.aclu.org/news/national-security/nsa-continues-violate-americans-internet-privacy 

The NSA Continues to Violate Americans' Internet Privacy Rights

Aug 22, 2018 ... When Edward Snowden blew the whistle on PRISM in 2013, the program included at least nine major internet companies, including Facebook, Google, ...

https://medium.com/insurge-intelligence/why-google-made-the-nsa-2a80584c9c1 

Why Google made the NSA. Inside the secret network behind mass…

Jan 22, 2015 ... Seed-funded by the NSA and CIA, Google was merely the first among a plethora of private sector start-ups co-opted by US intelligence to ...

https://www.cnet.com/tech/tech-industry/edward-snowden-says-facebook-amazon-and-google-engage-in-abuse/ 

Edward Snowden says Facebook, Amazon and Google engage in ...
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Nov 4, 2019 ... Snowden is best known for lifting the lid on an NSA surveillance program known as Prism in 2013, leaking documents to journalists showing the .
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