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WASHINGTON
-- During the heady days of the U.S. "reset" policy with
Russia,

the high-tech sector emerged as a potential
centerpiece for bilateral

commercial and scientific
cooperation, underscored by Internet-savvy Russian

President
Dmitry Medvedev’s 2010 visit to Silicon Valley.





But a surge of Russian cash into the U.S. tech sector in
recent years has

prompted federal authorities to alert
start-ups in a key American innovation

cradle about potential
espionage via Russian venture capital firms financing

their
operations.





The Boston division of the FBI is taking this warning to U.S.
tech firms with

Russian funding, and to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), a

partner of Russia’s Skolkovo
initiative, which was launched in 2010 to create a

Russian
version of Silicon Valley.





Lucia Ziobro, assistant special agent in charge of the FBI’s
Boston office,
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