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CATCHING UP WITH GARY KREMEN

INTERNET MAVERICK
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From entrepreneur and investor to engineer and online porn broker,
Net renegade has found ways to cash in on Web’s niche communities

By Chris 0'Brien
Meroury News

The meeting in the San Francisco high-rise could have
been like any of the thousands of mundane sales presenta-
tions held daily in the business world. Except for the topic:
SEX.

But it was sex and a business proposition that brought
Gary Kremen, CEO of Grant, Media, to visit. Dressed in jeans
and a long-sleeved shirt covering his chunky; 5-foot-10-inch
frame and hiding the Grim Reaper tattoo on his shoulder,
Gary Kremen listened as Eurekster CEOQ Steve Marder ex-
plained how his search engine start-up works.

Then Kremen made his piteh: Because many of the niche
online communities using Eurekster’s search engine are
adult-oriented, Grant Media could give them paid search re-
sults from adult Web sites. Kremen's company, Grant Media,
would divide the ad dollars with Eurekster:

“Our motto is, “We'll deal with the adult imdustry so you
don't have to, " Kremen said.

Onee again, the 42-year-old Kremen is going where few will
tread. Over a two-decade career that includes founding
Match.com and rurining Sex.com, the high-tech renegade has
often walked the line between mainstream and underground.

Grant Media is just the latest twist in a career that defies
categorization: Serial entrepreneur. Venture capitalist. Legal
combatant. Prankster. Pornographer.

Marder listened, and with a handshake, agreed to a limited
trial that later was expanded. It was one more small victory
for Kremen's strategy of exploiting the unlikely niches of the
tech economy.

“We have a lot of respect for Gary; and people like Gary,”
Marder said. “At times, he can be seen as a maverick. And

See KREMEN, Page 7E

FIVE THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT
GARY KREMEN

1. In August 2001, he hired a plane to skywrite
“Sex.com’ above Burning Man to flout the
festival’s ban on commerce and advertising during
its annual gathering in the Nevada desert.

2. He's attempting to visit the higheét point in
every county in California.

3. He collects pictures of California missions.
4. He has two cats, Cleo and Juliet.

5. His favorite movies are "Searface” and “Three
Days of the Condor."
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